
 

 Sunday, February 18, 2018 
To all who are present with us this morning, 
Welcome!  Thank you for being here! 

Please join us for the “coffee and…...” 
in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of page 
91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown cover) or 
in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 8.5” x 11” 
large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our right 
and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp or 
crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is in our midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the Church. 
The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) which we share 
after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive.  Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond where 

responses are indicated.  Let us not talk, look around, text message, play 
games, etc..  Especially, let us work at this in the Communion line and when 
in line to venerate the Cross and depart.  If we cannot hear the post-
Communion prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are way 
too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put.  Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 
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Sunday Prayer Offerings 
THE HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION is offered...

...by JOANNE and RONALD Hasnauer in memory of ALEX, JENNIE, 
JAMES, EDWARD, DONALD, JAMES Jr., and DONALD Jr. 
Hanna, NANCY Thomas, RONALD Plate, GEORGE and AGNES 
Hasnauer; and for the health of SARA Plate, LISA Evangelist, 
DOUG and KIM Shealy, JEFF Miller, TIM Miller, VICKI Egleston, 
DEBBIE Reeser, ALEX and BRYNLEY Harshell, MUFFY Smith, 
grandchildren, MARY Haiden, LAILA Zakhary, MIRIAM Yazge, 
SALEMA Slyman, LAURA Nicholas, BONNIE Koury, Fr. John 
and family and the parishioners of Saint Michael’s Church. 

PRAYERS OF OBLATION are offered… 
...in memory of our fathers in Christ, Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba and 

Bishop ANTOUN Khouri, Archimandrites GEORGE M. Corry and 
JOHN Namie, Archpriests JOHN (and Khourieh JEAN) Chromiak, 
PETER (and Matushka JOSEPHINE) Felenchak, ANTHONY Bell, 
JAMES Meena, JOSEPH Chernushin and Priest JOHN Paul Pro. 

...for the health of NELLIE Papinchak (abdominal surgery). 

...in memory of INA Abraham by Cathy and Ed Vargo. 

...in memory of NORMA Nicholas by Deborah Rizzardi. 

...in memory of DIANA Roberts by Dina Papas. 

...in memory of GEORGE and MARIETTE Charabaty by Zeina Maalouf. 

...in memory of the Abraham family: GEORGE, PEDRO, EDDIE, 
MILLER, BILL, ROSE and MARGARET JEAN by Tim Fedele. 

...in memory of DANIEL Charley by Ray and Dana Whitesell. 

...in memory of ANTOIN Munirji by the Munirji Family. 

...in memory of parents, brother, son ALEX, BARBARA, GEORGE, 
ERIC by Dr. Charles Simkovich. 

...for the health of DR. JOHN AND DR. VASILI by Dr. Charles 
Simkovich. 

MANY YEARS and... 
...Happy Birthday to:   KATHLEEN Bleibtrey (2/19), VALERIE Flizanes 

(2/19), STEPHANIE Eddins (2/20), ROBERT Gunther (2/20), 
CHRISTOPHER Jabbour (2/22), SAMANTHA Krinock (2/23). 

________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 
Greeting:  Christ is in our midst! 

Response:  He is and shall be! 
Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheese Fare); Leo the Great, 
pope of Rome; Agapitos the Confessor, bishop of 
Synnada in Phrygia; Venerable Colman, bishop of 
Lindisfarne. 
________________________________________________ 

St. Andrew of Crete 



 

 

MEMORIAL PRAYERS FOR THE DEPARTED will be 
prayed this morning for the multi-year memorials of the falling 
asleep in the Lord of the servants of God, son, SIMON PETER 
Smolcic (20 yrs); mother, LOUISE Smolcic (14 yrs); and father, 
WILLIAM Smolcic (11 yrs), offered by the parents, son, daughter-
in-law, Fr. SAMUEL and Mat. MARSHA Smolcic. 

 May Simon’s, Louise’s and William’s memories be eternal. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (Tone 4) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the 
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation; 
and proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been 
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

APOLYTIKION of the ARCHANGELS (Tone 4) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy.  Pray that we may be encompassed with the shadow of thine 
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly, “Deliver us from 
oppression!” since ye are the princes of the highest powers. 

KONTAKION of the FORGIVENESS SUNDAY (Tone 6) 
O Thou Who guidest to wisdom, and givest understanding and intelligence, 
the Instructor of the ignorant, and Helper of the poor, strengthen my heart 
and grant it understanding, O Master. Give me word, O Word of the Father; 
for behold, I shall not refrain my lips from crying to Thee, O merciful One, 
have mercy upon me who am fallen.  
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

The Reading from the 
First Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (13:11-14:4) 

Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; 
the night is far gone, the day is at hand.  Let us then cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves 
becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  But put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires.  As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not 
for disputes over opinions.  One believes he may eat anything, while 
the weak man eats only vegetables.  Let not him who eats despise him 
who abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on him who 
eats; for God has welcomed him.  Who are you to pass judgment on the 
servant of another?  It is before his own master that he stands or falls.  
And he will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him stand. 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



 

 

The Holy Gospel 
According to St. Matthew (6:14-21) 

The Lord said to His Disciples:  If you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
And when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by men.  Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward.  But when you fast, anoint 
your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by 
men but by your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in 
secret will reward you.  Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

WE HAVE ARRIVED AT THE FAST — What now? 
Great Lent will have no impact if we do not take it seriously.  When 
we were children, our participation in everything in life came from 
the outside — our surroundings determined our experience — just 
like for the beasts of the animal kingdom.  As developing human 
beings, however, the journey is about our growth on the inside.  So, 
we start out as creatures run from the outside and are intended to 
become beings defined by our inside — our soul.  The quality of that 
me — my inner self — will eventually be deterimined by me — my 
inner self — in synergy (cooperation) with the Triune God who made 
me with the goal of me becoming everything that He is. 
The fasts of the Church are one of the main tools we use in evolving 
from outer-determined, basic instinct creatures, to inner-determined 
free beings.  The potentiality to participate in that determination and 
the freedom that we are made for and may come to recognize and 
desire constitute the likeness and image of God in us.  
If we are blessed to the point of recognition of this reality, then we 
may note the importance and changing nature of the fasting days and 
periods.  In the course of our lifetime, what begins as paying some 
small attention to annoying little rules about eating may blossom into 
deep introspective work that has the power to transform us. 
“Enough,” you say, “of all this unintelligible God-speak!  Get to the 
point!”  Okay.  I will.  If you would have this Lent kick your 
transformation and manifesting salvation into a higher gear, hear are 
some things you might attend to in this first week of the Fast: 



 

 

1) Begin right now, at the beginning.  Come to Forgiveness Vespers at 5:00
PM tonight and participate in the prayers that escort us into the Fast and the
rite of forgiveness that accompanies them.  Even attending Vespers, then
running right out the door when the bowing begins will be a superior start to
the Fast than many of us are used to.

2) Go to one more church service this first week than you normally have in
past years.  If you want to get physically fit, you go to the gym.  If you want
to be intellectually smart, you go to school.  If you want your spirit to learn
to soar, you go to church.  That applies extra this week.  A high percentage
of us are more used to attending the Wednesday Presanctified Divine
Liturgy than the other services.  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evening
are absolute liturgical gems to be found nowhere else in the liturgical year.
St. Andrew examines his soul through an interior dialogue that is
everyman’s experience.  Clear seeing of ourselves is a greater miracle than
raising the dead, declares St. John Chrysostom.  Without clear seeing,
without an accurate observation of where we stand with our fellow man and
with God, we cannot hope to move forward.  This Canon of prayers offers
some solid direction to us who would be growing spiritually.

3) Take this food-fast seriously.  We may be correct in recognizing that
ultimately fasting is not about food but about our behavior in every aspect of
life.  But if I cannot exert mastery over my stomach and a morsel of food,
what chance will I have with my tongue and my relationships?  It takes a lot
of humility to see and start with something as simple as a “thou shall not”
about food.  Take the challenge!

4) Come to Confession this week.  Nothing will kick-start your spirit and your
Great Lent like a good Confession right off the bat.  It’s good for the soul,
we’ve heard.  Many of us have not been to Confession for a long time.  We
don’t see the point or we’ve come to assess our attempts with this sacrament
to have ceased doing anything in our lives.  That’s probably because we’re
still understanding what can happen there in the same way we did when we
were 10 or 12 years old.  This is our chance to take a leap of faith toward
growing up.  One thing this means is that we can consider the possibility
that we’ve been wrong in our approach to these things and now is the time to
change.  And the change that will happen in us will either be unconscious,
undirected and going nowhere or it can be alive, exciting and joyful, going
to the very Kingdom of God.  You pick.

5) Attend our Open House next Saturday night to complete week one.  Our
church is a gem.  It is easy to forget that.  Part of what makes it so beautiful
is YOU!  You contribute something perfectly unique to this church
community that nobody else can.  I know that might sound like blowin’
smoke, but it’s true.  We humans are made for God and each other.  It is
only in Communion with Him and each other that we are truly human and
truly alive.  I know that few of us “get” that, most of the time.  Nevertheless,
it is the truth about us.  Love has to show up.  And if God is love, so are we.

Well, that’s it for now.  You can read this and think what you will about it.  
Then, you can take me up on these suggestions and see what happens, or not.  
We pretty much already know how the “or not” will turn out — very similar to 
past years.  Let us take this challenge together and see what happens! 
________________________________________________________________ 



February 18 thru February 24 
Secretary Debbie will be in the office on 

Mon., Wed., Fri. from 9 AM to 3 PM 
Sunday, February 18;  Cheese  Fare 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Smolcic Family Memorials
- Church School
- AMEN “Hello” Meeting
- Choir - “Presanctified”

  short rehearsal 
- 5:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS

of Forgiveness 
   (Great Lent begins) 

Monday, February 19 (strict fast) 
- 6 PM - GT CANON of St. Andrew

Tuesday, February 20 (strict fast) 
- 6 PM - GT CANON of St. Andrew

Wednesday, February 21 (strict fast) 
- 5:30 PM - NINTH HOUR
- 6:00 PM - PRESANCTIFIED

 DIVINE LITURGY 
soup and bread supper 

- Choir Rehearsal follows
Thursday, February 22 (strict fast) 

- 6 PM - GT CANON of St. Andrew
Friday, February 23 (strict fast) 

- 6:00 PM - Lenten Covered Dish
- 7:00 PM - AKATHIST to

 the Theotokos 
Saturday, February 24 (wine & oil) 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
   of Theodore Saturday 

- 5:15 PM - Vespers Chant Practice
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS

February 25 thru March 3 
Sunday of Orthodoxy, February 25 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
- Antiochian Women’s Mtg

- 5:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
 Sunday of Orthodoxy 

Monday, February 26 (strict fast) 
- 6:00 PM - Gt. COMPLINE

 and Lenten Conversation 
Tuesday, February 27 (strict fast) 

- 9:00 AM - Stewardship Meeting
- 6:30 PM - Executive Board Meet’g
- 7:00 PM - Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, February 28 (strict fast) 
- 5:30 PM - NINTH HOUR
- 6:00 PM - PRESANCTIFIED

 DIVINE LITURGY 
 soup and bread supper 

- Choir Rehearsal follows
Friday, March 2 (strict fast) 

- 6:00 PM - Lenten Covered Dish
- 7:00 PM - AKATHIST to

 the Theotokos 
Saturday, March 3 (wine & oil) 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
 of the Souls 

- 12 to 3 PM - “Becoming Truly
Human” Training 

- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
_________________________________

REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule may change... 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN. 

CONFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD 
AFTER MOST SERVICES 

and by appointment. 
________________


